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The

Do's and don'ts:

Driving abroad

Motor off in confidence overseas with an expert steer from John Malathronas

DO check your licence

You've packed yourlicence, butare you
really ready to hittheroad? There are
some countries, notably inthe Americas
and the Gulf, thatalong with your
photocardlicencerequire an additional
International Driving Permit (IDP),
available fromthe AA (theeaa.com), the
RAC (rac.co.uk) and the Post Office,
from £5.50.Severalothers, including
Australia, strongly advise them. If you
hold an old British paper licence without
aphoto, theIDPisrequired evenin
places closertohome suchasthe Czech
Republic, Bulgaria or Turkey. Check well
ahead of travel whether your planned
destinationrequires an|DP attheaa.com.

DON'T forget the right car kit
Driving your own vehicle? Find out what
kit your destination deems compulsory
—orfacefines. With a GB sticker, fire
extinguisher, warning triangle, reflective
jacketandfirst-aidkit, you'll pass muster
inmost countries, butbewaretheodd
national quirk. Much has been made of
aFrenchrequirementfordriversto carry
breathalysers, yetfines were waived
indefinitelyin2013. However, itis true
thatin Sweden youmust carry ashovel
inwinter,and, in Spain, if your driving
licence states thatyouneed to wear
glasses, always carry a spare pair. Some
items are banned from your car, such

as speed-cameradetectors (almost
everywhere) and alcohol containers
withabroken sealinmuch of North
America. Check the guides ondrivingin
Europe attheaa.com; for Australia, see
aaa.asn.au,andforthe US, gotousa.gov.

DO learnthelocalroadrules
The easiest countries for Brits to drive
in, thanks to similarrules and driving
culture, are Ireland, the Netherlands and
Malta. Beyondthat,do someresearch.
Almostall European countriesinsiston

dippedheadlightsinpoor visibility orin
tunnels, whilein Poland, Canadaand
Scandinaviathey're compulsory all day
long.Inthe USA and Canada, priorityin
afour-wayintersectiondepends onthe
orderinwhich carshave cometoastop
atthejunction.Inmany states — butnot
inNew York City — you canturnrightona
redlight whenitis safe to do so.Parking
againstthedirection of the trafficis
mostlyillegalinthe US,and whileona
family holidayin Australia, keepinmind
thatthere are regulations about where
and how children cansitinthe car. Also
note thatalcohol limits abroad canbe
lowerthan Britain's,andin some cases
(CzechRepublicincluded), they're zero.

weeksbeforetravel,
onaverage,iswhen
airfaresare attheir
cheapest.But
accordingtoastudy
by Skyscanner, you
shouldbook eight
weeks ahead for
HongKong, six
forSydney andthree
forBangkok tosnag
thebestdeals

DON'T ignore any mishaps
If yougetpulled over, being polite and
obviously foreign often gets you out of
trouble. Butif youdo getaticket, don't
trytoavoidit:lastyear,the DVLA
provided details of 39,511 UK-registered
cardriversto European authorities
chasingfines. Aninfraction overseas
won't put points onyourlicence, unless
you're caughtinthe Irish Republic,
where driving disqualifications
automatically apply in Britain. You
shouldalso letyourinsurerknow of an
incident, evenif youwere drivingarental
car.Insurance contracts stipulate thatif
youdon'tdisclose ‘material’ facts, you
risk having your policy voided. Ouch!

CHINEASY FLASHCARDS

“ * ! £12.95

£ Whenitcomestolearningaforeign
language, Chineseisaboutastricky asitgets.
Butthis setof 60 colourful flashcards, which
turnthe mostcommon charactersinto easy-to-
rememberillustrations, willhave youready for
thattripto Shanghaiinnotime. Verdict:4/5

Want a pleasant flight, notjust a cheap one? Check out
booking website routehappy.com, which compares flights
on'happiness’ factors, such asroomier seats, entertainment
quality and plane size, as well as price.
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